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could have been, but it was at least free from mysticism. It was after all something very different from van Helmont's phantasies.
Stahl gave us the first great scientific system of theoretical biology after Aristotle ; and as such a real system, as a logically constructed edifice, it had more influence than earlier efforts, similar to it but more phantastic (van Helmont) ; more influence than contemporary constructions with a better epistemological foundation but conceived in a meaner style (Harvey); more influence, finally, than contemporary systems of a weaker kind,1 with which it had to compete.
I doubt whether all those who later speak of Stahl have read the Theoria vera. He was known as a kind of type. / have never found anything quoted out of him.
Stall's is an " Animist," not a " Vitalist" if we draw a distinction here : yet the difference was quickly lost sight of, and in the school of Mont-pellier,2 where Stahl's influence was specially great, there were to be found Vitalists of every degree.
And now we shall consider some scientific theories where matters of fact play a more important part than in what we have described so far.
1 The originator of such a theory was, for instance, B. F. Hoffmann (1660-1742):  " Philosophia corporis humani vivi et sani," 1718, Opuscitla medico-practica, Halle, 1736.
2 For details see Claude Bernard, II.